
 
 
 
 
WEEKEND MEMO      Number 316 
 
To: WCCCD Board of Trustees 
 
From: Dr. Curtis L. Ivery 
 
Date: January 25, 2002 
 
As of today, our Spring 2002 registration is 17,354.  This represents an increase of more 
than 62 percent ahead of last year.  The following reflects registration totals by campus:  
 

Cumulative Enrollment by campus  
DR  2704     
DT  4765     
EA  2431     
NW  8344     
WE  1460     

 
Throughout the state, community colleges are reporting positive increase in credit and 
headcount enrollment.  WCCCD leads the state in both credit hour and headcount 
increases for the Spring term.  However, it is important to note that traditionally the rate 
of unemployment has a positive effect on community college enrollment  
 
As I indicated to you at the Board meeting, the response to our radio and television 
commercials for the dental auxiliary programs and free preventive dental services to 
children at WCCCD has been overwhelming!  Since the commercials began January 19th 
to date, over 75 dental auxiliary program brochures have been mailed, 100 dental hygiene 
appointments have been scheduled and 250 children have been placed on the waiting list. 
 
On Tuesday, we sent the Virtual Learning Collaborative our history, monitoring and 
development process for on-line learning.  This initiative is part of a statewide effort by 
community colleges to have the distance learning programs accredited across the state by 
The Higher Learning Commission of NCA.  Currently, any whole program being 
delivered on line must have separate accreditation.  This as you know can be costly and 
time consuming.  This approach to accreditation will benefit not only our students but 
also all students in distance learning.  
 
On Thursday, I met with Raymond Beech, Executive Director of the Michigan 
Commission on Law Enforcement Standards (MCOLES) and members of his staff.  
MCOLES is the state governmental agency that by law creates, monitors and enforces 
minimum hiring, pre-service and in service training standards for all police officers in the  
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state.  They certify and de-certify police officers.  They are also the primary funding 
agency for training of police officers in Michigan. 
 
We discussed the on-going process to designate WCCCD’s Criminal Justice program as 
an agency capable of producing students who at the end of their studies will be fully 
certified police officers capable of being hired immediately by any agency.  Currently, 
70% of the police agencies in the state will only hire certified applicants, which save 
them the expense of sending new hires to the police academy.  At this time, there are 
several 2-year and 4-year institutions in the state with that capacity.  We estimate that the 
certified pre-service program will begin in approximately 6 months.  Assisting in the 
discussions were Dr. Joann Pieronek, Dr. Karen Brantley and James Jackson  
 
On Thursday, Dr. Ivery, Dr. Randall Miller, Dr. Joann Pieronek and Dr. Mary Smith met 
with the editorial board of The Detroit News to provide a progress report and the vision 
for implementing change at the District.  This included sharing a video of the Dallas 
County Community District as a model to emulate.  The meeting also placed particular 
emphasis on overcoming the public opposition in the Downriver communities.  
 
Here are a few excerpts from a very positive letter JoAnn Nyquist received from Mary 
Gilson Layher, Immediate Past President for the Michigan Dental Hygienists’ 
Association and full time faculty member at the University of Michigan Dental School, 
Department of Periodontology: 
 

“What a very, very, very cool advertisement I just saw for your dental 
hygiene program on TV this a.m.!  Joann… how great!!!  It made me want 
to sign-up for your program!  Is there anyway we can get a video of this to 
show our Board?  It is a wonderful promo for the dental hygienist and the 
fact you have students who all passed their boards is such a big statement 
for credibility.  I was just smiling by myself the whole time I was watching.  
Please convey my congrats to your TV star students from MDHA about 
how great they were making this commercial so credible!  And thank you 
for the creativity for the promotion of the profession of dental hygiene.  I 
loved it!!” 

 
• On Monday, I was a guest of Representative George Mans at the Southern Wayne 

County Chamber of Commerce.  Dr. Randall Miller accompanied me to hear 
Representative John Dingell speak to local school and public officials. 

 
Educational Affairs – Dr. Joann Pieronek, Vice Chancellor  
 
• On Wednesday, Dr. Alexander DePetro assisted students at the Lutheran High Harper 

Woods Campus for their first e-learning class.  Other Lutheran High students taking 
the same class were physically located in the city of Macomb and Sterling Heights.  
The instructor was teaching from home in Canton.  Lutheran staff was excited about 
the potential of using this technology in their five locations including Saginaw. 

 
• On Friday, Dr. DePetro attended the Virtual Learning Collaborative (VLC) meeting 

for Distance Learning.  
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• This week, three classes in the Business curriculum began at the Lutheran High East 

Extension Campus, all with full enrollment. 
 
Workforce and Economic Development- Michael P. Dotson, Associate Vice 
Chancellor for Budget and Financial Reporting 
 
• On Tuesday, Ethel Cronk and Cynthia Craft met with representatives from Craftline 

Inc. to discuss customized training under an EDJT grant for employees. 
 
• Also on Tuesday, Faith Polk met with Trinee Moore, Director for VNA Training 

Institute to review VNA Training (Home Health Aide and Certified Nurse Assistant) 
for possible modification and implementation with the WCCCD/DPS Alternative 
Education initiative. 

 
• On Wednesday, Dr. Mary Smith met with David Porter, Executive Director for 

Detroit Public Schools to discuss development of a career exploration seminar for 
alternative students. 

 
• On Friday, Faith Polk attended the “Show Me the Funders Funding” Conference 

hosted by Youth Sports and Recreation Department. 
 
• On Friday, Ethel Cronk and Faith Polk met with representatives from Local 600 to 

discuss training opportunities for dislocated workers of Mexican Industries. 
 
• Also on Friday, Faith Polk met with representatives from the City of Detroit 

Employment and Training to discuss funding opportunities to develop summer and 
after school programs for youth. 

 
Government Relations- Jonathan Cartwright, Director 
 
• On Tuesday, Jonathan Cartwright met with Emma Bell, Director of Public Relations, 

Wayne County Commission, concerning educational projects. 
 
• On Wednesday, Jonathan Cartwright met separately with Deb Webb, Manager at 

Magic 105.1 and Judith Witzman, Manager of WB-20 concerning educational issues 
in the community. 

 
• On Thursday, Jonathan Cartwright met with Thea Todd White, Community Leader, 

concerning community and educational issues. 
 
• On Friday, Jonathan Cartwright met with State Representative Derrick Hale 

concerning legislative and community projects.  
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Downriver Campus- Dr. Randall Miller, President 
 
• On Wednesday, Inez Pearson presented a Financial Aid Workshop at Mt Carmel 

High School.  Topics discussed included electronic filing for the 2002-03 academic 
year, programs, admissions process, loans and scholarships. 

 
• On Thursday, Dr. Miller met with the Southern Wayne County Chamber of 

Commerce Board to participate in his first meeting as a member of the Chamber 
Board of Directors. 

 
Eastern Campus- Dr. George Swan, President 
 
• On Saturday, January 19, Donnell Mason hosted a meeting with Detroit Area Council 

of the Boy Scouts of America to discuss leadership training programs.  
 
• On Friday and Saturday, the Eastern Campus and Roberta Rutherford hosted the very 

first King Invitational Celebration of the Performing Arts.  Entertainment included 
jazz master Marcus Belgrave; artist Nora Mendoza; playwright Ron Milner; poet 
Leslie Reese; RJ Spangler and the Rhythm Rockers; master African dancer Ali 
Abdullah; authors Dr. Stephen Chennault and Dr. Gloria House; and 
producer/director/actor Robert Williams.  

 
Northwest Campus- Dr. Hattie Johnson-Norris, President 
 
• On Monday, Dr. Johnson-Norris, Dr. Karen Brantley and Jean Hawkins attended the 

Martin Luther King luncheon at Tried Stone Baptist Church. 
 
• On Friday, a Total Quality Registration Post-Mortum reception was held at the 

Northwest Campus to thank all those who participated during the registration period.  
 
• This week, Jo Ann Nyquist was invited to Chair the Health Planning Committee of 

the Trends In Occupational Studies Annual Conference.   
 
• This week, the 2001 graduating dental hygiene students achieved an overall class 

average of 96.4% on the clinical portion of the Northeast Regional Board 
examination.  

 
• This week, Dr. Johnson-Norris visited Mackenzie, Cody, Cooley and Henry Ford 

High Schools to discuss the upcoming “Impact of Hip-Hop music” workshops. 
 
Western Campus- Dr. Marjorie Oliver, President 
 
• On Monday, Frank Romba met with Chris Bonfiglio, Automotive Teacher from 

Oakland Technical High School.  Topics discussed included the HEM Advisory 
Committee and recruitment.  
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• On Tuesday and Wednesday, Tony Arminiak attended a two-day workshop on WIDS 
software at Macomb Community College. 

 
• On Wednesday, Frank Romba met with Joe Dzwonkowski, Education and Training 

Coordinator for Visteon to discuss sponsoring employees in the Truck Driving 
Program. 

 
• On Thursday, Tony Arminiak met with Pat Devoy of William D. Ford Career and 

Technical Center regarding upcoming events. 
 
• On Friday, Tony Arminiak, Dr. Randall Miller, Pat McNally and Larry Morbito 

attended a meeting with Bruce Monday of the Detroit Edison Fermi 2 plant regarding 
a partnership to develop a fire training center at the Downriver Campus. 

 
 

** 
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