
Elijiah Hardgrove, 48, is a graduate of 
the Wayne County Community 
College District (WCCCD’s”) 
truck driving school on the Eastern 
Campus. He lives by a code: “It's 
all in your attitude. You can be 
your own best friend or your worst 
enemy.” 
 
Since its inception in 2017, 
WCCCD’s CDL (only college in 
Michigan) program has graduated 
over 500 residents and students 
with an 82% completion rate and 
84% hired or placed in jobs within 
30 days of completion.  
 
Some of WCCCD’s business 

partners/employers include the Detroit Talent Hub, Faygo Beverage 
(Detroit, Michigan), Teamsters Local 337 companies, US Xpress Enterprises 
(Toledo, Ohio), Universal Trucking (Detroit, Michigan) and Schneider 
International (Green Bay, Wisconsin). 

 
Hardgrove, who is one of the success stories of the program, said that he’s a 
living proof that it's never too late to learn a marketable skill. He jumped 
on the news right away when he heard through a grape vine at an 
employment agency that the WCCCD’s truck driving school was accepting 
students. He enrolled and because of his hard work and dedication, he 
completed the five-week course and received his class A certificate even 
before the course end date.   
 
“Learning to drive a truck with a 10 speed, manual transmission was difficult 
at first, especially downshifting,” he said. “It's nothing like driving a single 
axel automobile. Automatic trucks are easier to drive but I trained and tested 
on a stick shift to give myself more job opportunities.” 
 
Today, Hardgrove is employed at Hi-Lex Controls Inc.; supplier, where he 
is earning $25 per hour. “In March (next year) I'll have the three months 
experience needed to move to a more established company like JB Hunt or 
Dart; they pay around $1,500 per week starting salary. My goal is to start 
my own logistics company so that I'll have a bit more freedom as 
owner/operator and, hopefully, a lot more money,” he said. The father of 
two, a stepdaughter and three grandkids, Hardgrove loves to ride his 
motorcycle and go to church when he is not working.  

 “If you think you can do it, you're right. If you think you can't, you're 
right,” said Hardgrove, who has nothing but praises for WCCCD’s truck 
driving school and its instructors.  “The truck driving school at Wayne 
County Community College District’s Eastern Campus is at the top of the 
pyramid. They insure that classes are small so that students get in a lot of 
actual driving time. The instructors have about a hundred years of experience 
between them, probably more.  

 
When I tested for my Class A Commercial Driver’s License, my road 
examiner commented on how smooth my driving was. It was the excellent 
tutelage of Paul Turner, Elbe Dunston and Bernard Andrews that got me 
there.” 
 
Bernard Andrews, the Regional Training Center CDL coordinator says it 
was a pleasure having Hardgrove as a student. “He impressed me with his 
ability to articulate and execute difficult concepts. Elijah was an active 
participant in the classroom and on the road. He diligently supported his 
peers and instructors,” he said. 
 
Andrews added that Hardgrove was awarded with his class A certificate even 
before the course end date. “He (Hardgrove) was recruited and initially hired 
by Faygo Beverage Corporation soon after. I am certain that Elijah will 
continue to do great things in his future.” 

Career Now In High Gear;  
Thanks to WCCCD’s Truck Driving School!


